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Ovr worthy FRIEND and PAs rox having obliged 
us with the SERMON he preached on the Death of our 
very dear Daughter SorhiA; many of our friends, 
who heard the diſcourſe, and were partial to the lovely 
deceaſed, were defirous of having a copy of it, to- 
gether with ſome of the LETTERS ſhe wrote to her 
young intimate acquaintance: but as the tranſcrib- 
ing of ſo many as were wanted would have been 
highly inconvenient, a number have been printed to 
comply with their requeſt. And it is thought proper 
to add, that the LETTERs are printed exa&ly as ſhe 
wrote them, without any alteration of /entiment or 
language. That the peruſal of the whole may be truly 
bleſſed to ſuch young perſons as were particularly ac- 
quainted with the dear deceaſed, and to many others, 
is the ſincere and earneſt prayer of the afflicted 


PARENTS. 
Leadenhall Street. . 


BRET HREN AND FaLLOw-MorTaALs, 


IAM now called in pro- 
vidence to attempt the improvement of an 
event which ſpeaks loudly to us all as dying 
creatures, and more eſpecially to thoſe in the 
morning of life ; I mean the death of a truly 
amiable and hopeful young perſon at an age 
when the ſtroke 1s peculiarly painful ; when 
the beauties of her mind began to open and 
reward the culture of parental anxieties ; 
when the delicate plant, which had been 
nurſed with ſo much care, bloſſomed and 
ſhed its fragrance to all around ; when more 
than a mother's eyes looked upon her with 
. pleaſure, and admired the excellency of her 

ſpirit ſo enriched with unaffected piety. 


The hearts of many, wounded by ſuch a 
ſtroke, will long bleed, and ſuffer anguiſh in 
proportion to her endearing worth. But their 
loſs is her unſpeakable gain. Thrice happy 
ſhe that commenced a courſe of devotedneſs 

to God ſo early, and finiſhed it ſo ſoon, 
having eſcaped from all further danger of 
| 5 80 and obtained a 8 88 of holi- 
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neſs and joy in the preſence of her God 
and Saviour! I would therefore direct your 
thoughts to the following portion of Scrip- 
ture, which is highly applicable to the pre- 
fent providence, and affords the moſt quieting 
conſiderations to afflifted parents and friends 
in the loſs of ſo deſirable an object, while it 
likewiſe holds forth the great duties of per- 
ſonal religion in the moſt intereſting point of 
view: 


MATTHEW, XXV. 10. 


AND WHILE THEY WENT T0 BUY THE 
BRIDEGROOM CAME, AND THEY THAT 
WERE READY WENT IN WITH HIM TO 
THE MARRIAGE, AND THE DOOR WAS 


SHUT. 


THESE words are part of the folemn and 
inſtructive parable of the Ten Virgins, which, 
with ſeveral others, Our Lord delivered to his 
Diſciples on the Mount of Olives, reſpecting 
the ſigns of his coming and the end of the 
world. Hereby we are taught the mixed, 
imperfect ſtate of the vifible church on earth; 
—the extreme folly and danger of thoſe who 
content themſelves with the form of godlineſs, 
deſtitute of its power the great need which 
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even real Chriſtians themſelves have to watch 
againſt ſpiritual ſloth; the high importance of 
habitual preparation for death ;—the felicities 
into which the godly ſhall enter immediately 
upon their diffolution ;—and the dreadful re- 
jection of others who have only aſſumed the 
exterior of religion. 


Theſe things are exhibited in ſtrong and 
glowing colours, under the ſimilitude of a 
public eaſtern marriage, which ſometimes was 
ſolemnized in the night ; the bride being at- 
tended with a number of virgins, her compa- 
nions, who, upon the bridegroom's approach, 

went forth with lamps to meet him, and con- 
ducted him into the houſe, where the nuptials 
were celebrated with great feſtivity. The diſ- 
tinguiſhed perſonage here intended by the 
bridegroom is Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
though he was the Son of God, ſo far hum- 
bled himſelf as to aſſume the nature of fallen 
man, that he might recover finners from their 
apoſtacy to the enjoyment of celeſtial honours 
and felicities ; and' having, b his obedience 
unto death, obtained eternal We gwption for 
ſuch as were given him of the Father et ded 
into heaven to prepare manſions of glory for 
chem, — hence, in due time, he will come 
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again to receive them unto himſelf, that they 
may be with him to behold his glory. This 
his coming we may underſtand either of 
DEATH or of the FINAL JUDGMENT, the 
former of which will determine the character 
and unalterably fix the future ſtate of indivi- 
duals againſt the latter. And of this event are 
all profeſſors in certain expectation, whether 
they come under the deſcription of the -foolifh 
or the vie virgins ; for it is appointed unto men 
once to die, But, what an awful difference will 
then be found between the one claſs of pro- 
feſſors and the other !—a difference which 
will overwhelm the former with terror and 
confuſion, and eventually place them in as 
wide a ſeparation from the latter, as the dark- 
neſs and miſery of hell are from the light and 
| bleſſedneſs of heaven! Awakened from their 
ſtupor by the midnight cry, Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh, go ye out to meet him! theſe will 
then find, to their eyerlaſting ſhame, thar 
their lamps are gore out ;—the glimmering of 
their profeſſion has become extinct; — their 
ſpeculative notions have fatally deceived them, 
and their ſelf-flattering hopes now for ever 
take their flight, Fain would they ſhare in 
the graces of the godly, that they might par- 
take of the glory which awaits theſe, But 
neither is grace to be conveyed from one crea- 
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ture to another, nor have the moſt eminent 

ſaints more than is neceſſary to their own ſal- 
. # 

vation. Unprepared for the ſolemn event, 

they are driven to the greateſt extremity of 

diſtreſs, and in the final iſſue are for ever ſhut 

out from the celeſtial kingdom! 


How awful would it be to our minds,, how 
unſpeakably aggravating to the grief of be- 
reaved parents, under the preſent providence, 
were we about to contemplate a caſe ſo 
mournful as this! But, bleſſed be God, the 
joyful reverſe is before us. We have no 
reaſon to doubt reſpecting our deceaſed young 
friend, that ſhe was one of thoſe virgins 
Which took oil in their veſſels with their lamps, 
and included in their happineſs, of whom it is 
ſaid in the text, that when the Bridegroom came, 
they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage, and the door as hut. What I pro- 
poſe, then, from theſe words, on the preſent 
occaſion, will be, 


Firſt, To open the nature of Preparation 
for Death, in which ſenſe I ſhall here con- 
ſider the Coming of the Bridegroom. 


Secondly, To point out ſomething of their 
Bleſſedneſs after Death, who are ſo prepared 
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for it. And Thirdly, To conclude with a 
brief account of what rich free grace wrought 
in and beſtowed on our deceaſed young friend, 


in hopes of quickening and encouraging others 
to imitate her good example. | 


I begin, then, with opening The Nature of 
Preparation for Death, which I ſhall conſider 
under the following common diſtinction, viz. 
a change of heart by grace, and a change of ſtate 
through faith; without meaning to enquire 
which of theſe ought to be conſidered as prior 
in the order of Goſpel bleſſings. Both are of 
eſſential moment to ſecure the ſoul's great in- 
tereſt for eternity, and they are inſeparably 
connected in the plan of our ſalvation. 


1. Preparation for death includes a change 
of heart by grace, or the renovation of the in- 
ward man by the power of the Divine Spirit. 
For, except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
kingdom of God. John, iii. 3. Deſcended from 
a fallen head, the whole human race 1s become 
degenerate and corrupt. The principles of 
moral evil are ſown, and have ſtruck deep root 
in our yery nature; on which account we are 
taught to acknowledge ourſelves ſhapen in ini- 
quity, and conceived in fin; Pl. li. 5. And, in 
EY - conſequence 
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conſequence hereof, from our childhood we 
readily fall in with ſuch temptations as are 
ſuited to work upon the ſinful propenſities of 
our hearts. With all the advantages of in- 
ſtruction, reſtraint, and pious example, ſtill we 
are alienated from the life of God, through the ig- 
norunce that is in us becauſe of the blindaeſs or 
hardneſs and perverſeneſs of our hearts. The 
love of fin is natural to us, as fallen creatures, 
and has a prevailing aſcendancy over all the 
faculties of our minds. We have no reliſh of, 
nor delight in, ſpiritual objects and purſuits, 
but, on the contrary, our affections are earthly 
and ſenſual. Experience and obſervation 
unite their teſtimony with the ſcriptures, that 
all fleſh have corrupted their way upon the earth. 
Gen. vi. 12. The hearts of the ſous of men are 
ſet in them to do evil. Eccl. viii. 11. Aud they 
drink iniquity like water. Job xv. 16. But the 
Lord our God is HoLyY—effentially and un- 
changeably holy. He is light, and in him is no 
darkneſs at all. He is of purer eyes than io look 
upon iniquity ;. nor ſhall any thing that defileth, 
or is unclean, enter where he dwells. The 
ſociety, the employment, the enjoyments of 
the | heavenly world, are altogether holy. 
Hence an inward change by grace becomes 
indiſpenſably needful, to prepare any one for 
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adying hour with comfort. The mind, which 
is full of darkneſs and prejudice, muſt be en- 
lightened 1n the knowledge and love of the 
truth. The will, which is ſtrongly ſet in 
oppoſition to God, muſt be reconciled, and 
bowed in cheerful ſubjection to his authority. 
The ſtony heart muſt be changed into an 
heart of fleſh. The ſtrong predilection for 
earthly happineſs, which naturally ſways the 
judgement and affections, mult yield to a fixed 
deſire after, and delight in, ſpiritual and hea- 
venly bleſſings. In a word, the ſoul muſt be 
brought to take up 1ts reſt in God—to love 
him ſupremely, to make an unreſerved ſurren- 
der of itſelf into his hands, and cleave unto 
him with purpoſe of heart. — This is that 
change of the inward man, which 1s wrought 
in every real ſaint by the power of the divine 
ſpirit co-operating with the outward means of 
ſalvation. And in whomſoever this good 


work is truly begun, there is the ſeed, the 
_ earneſt, the commencement of glory. 


2. Preparation for death includes alſo a 
change of flate through faith, or of that relation 
we ſtand in'to God as our lawgiver and judge. 
Our natural ſtate is a ſtate of guilt and wrath ; 
both as we are involved! in the ruinous ce 
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quences of the firſt tranſgreſſion, and as our 
perſonal iniquities have been multiplied before 
God. For through the offence of one, judgment 
came on all men to condemnation. Rom. v. 18. 
Both Fews and Gentiles are all under fin, as it is 
written, There is none righteous, no not one. Rom. 
iii. 9, 10. And, if the moral law were to take 
its courſe againſt us, we ſhould all moſt cer- 
tainly periſh ; for, by the deeds of the law ſhall 
no fleſh be juſtified in God's fight. Rom. iii. 20. 
The beſt obedience of a ſinful creature neither 
can atone for his paſt offences, nor have the 
ſmalleſt efficacy towards procuring him a title 
to eternal life. In this reſpect the law is be- 
come weak through the fleſh, and, as many as are 
of the.works of the law, or who depend thereon 
for ſalvation, are under the curſe. Gal. iii. 10. 


But, bleſſed be God, tho? we have deſtroyed 
ourſelves by our iniquities, help is laid for 
ſinners on one that is mighty. What the law 
could not do, in that it was weak thro' the fleſh, 
God hath done, by ſending his own ſon in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the 
fleſh; that the righteouſneſs of the lazy might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit. Rom. viii. 3, 4. Chrift hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
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610) 


curſe for us. Gal. ili. 13. He has brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, for the juſtification 
of his people, by his perfect obedience unto 
death: and this is revealed from faith to faith, 
It is made known 1n the teftimony of God 
concerning his Son, which is the ground of 
faith, as the meritorious, cauſe of their accept- 
ance who truſt in him for ſalvation, and there - 
fore is the object of faith. And by him all that 
believe are juſtifizd from all things, from which 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes." 
Acts, xiii. 29. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, bring- 
ing the ſoul into a ſpiritual indiffoluble union 
with him as a law-fulfilling ſurety, introduceth 
it into a ſtate of peace and acceptance before 
God; in which every ground of condemnation 
is removed, and through the merit of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs imputed to the believer, he be- 
comes entitled to eternal life. Being juſtified 

by faith, we have peace with God, thraugh Our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ; by whom alſo wwe have acceſs 
by f:ith into this grace in which we ſtand, and res 
joice in hope of the gory of God. Rom. v. 1, 2, 4 


The ſinner who is thus renewed in the ſpirit 
of his mind, and juſtified through faith, is 
bappily- prepared for his great change by 
death. The law no longer has power over 
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him to condemn him, being found in Chriſt, 
ſprinkled with his blood, and clothed in his 
righteouſneſs. The ſpirit of holineſs dwells 
in his heart, and is the earneſt of the beavenly 
inheritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed 
Foſſelſion. Eph. i. 14. Whether, then, the com- 
ing of the Bridegroom be ſudden and unex- 
peed, or the contrary, ſuch thro' grace 
will be found ready, made meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 


We are informed, however, that the wiſe 
virgins aroſe and TRIMMED their lamps, though 
they were enriched with oil, againſt the 
Bridegroom's approach; which may lead to a 
further diſtinction that is commonly made on 
this ſubject, between habitual and actual readi- 
neſs for death; the one reſpecting the prin- 
ciples of grace and holineſs ſeated in the heart, 
which are conſtant Md abiding ; the other de- 
noting the lively exerciſe of theſe principles, 
with a ſerious and cloſe application to all ſuit- 
able means of preſerying the heart in a ſpiri- 
tual and watchful frame. Thoſe are, in this 


ſenſe, prepared for their great change, who 
live near to God in prayer who are daily re- 


newing the ſurrender of themſelves into the 
hands of Chriſt who ſtudy much the empti- 
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neſs and vanity of the world—who keep their 

hearts with all diligence, leſt they be enſnared 

by temptations—who are frequently antici- 

pating their departure out of time into eter- 

nity—who make 1t their great buſineſs to mor- 

tify indwelling fin, to hold every creature in 

the hand of reſignation, to die daily in expec- 

tation of dying /hortly—and fo to ſer their 

houſe in order, that when the ſolemn period 

ſhall arrive, they may have nothing to do but 

to die. And oh! how important a branch of 

Preparation is this, ſince in the midſt of life 

we are in death! What peculiar advantage 
muſt ariſe to the real Chriſtian from thus ſet- 

ting his houſe in order—that he has not the 

evidences of grace to collect, when their full 

force 1s moſt needed—but whenever his Lord 

comes, he is found waiting for his falvation ! 
Mark the per fect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace. Pf, xxxvii. 37.--» 
This leads me, therefore, 


Secondly, To point out ſomething of their 
bleſſedneſs after death, who are thus prepared 
for it. They that were ready went in with him t0 
the marriage, and the door was ſhut. Here is a 
figurative repreſentation of the heavenly feli- 
city, as the marriage-tupper of Chriſt, and of 

their 
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their perfect everlaſting ſafety and ſecurity from 
danger, who are admitted to partake of it. 


(1.) They that are ready when the Bride- 
groom cometh, go in with him to the marriage. 
— Their ſouls, being made perfect in holineſs, 
do immediately paſs into glory: a ſtate of 
exiſtence far above cur higheſt preſent con- 
ceptions, whence all weakneſs and imper- 
fection are for ever excluded, while know- 
ledge, purity, and joy attain to their conſum- 
mation. For now, ſays the Apoſtle, we ſee 
thro' a glaſs darkly, but then face to face. Now 
I know in part, but then ſhall I kaow, even as alſo 
I am known. They forthwith join the ſociety 
of Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, with whom they will ſpend a bleſſed 
eternity, in celebrating the praiſes, and re- 
counting the wonders, of creating power and 
redeeming love; their own harps being equal- 
ly in tune with theſe for ſuch ſacred and de- 
lightful employments, They will unite with 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs, 
in hymning forth the glories and praiſes of 
Jehovah, without the ſmalleſt diſcord in any 
of their notes. 


And not only this—bur they will alſo be 
admitted to have immediate fell-wſhip with 
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Curtsr himſelf, the glorious object in whom 
they truſted for ſalvation; who redeemed them 
to God by his blood ; and after whom the de- 
fires of their hearts have ſo long aſcended. 
They ſhall behold him in all his glory, and 


| be with him where he is, that their fouls may 
completely be delighted with looking upon 
him who is altogether lovely—the medium of 
all divine communications—the only- begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. —Then alſo, 
they will have the cleareſt diſcoveries, and the 
fulleſt enjoyment of the Love of Chriſt, in its 
height and depth and breadth and length ; 
which will enrapture their ſauls, and kindle 
in them the pureſt and moſt fervent returns of 
gratitude and love. Thus ſhall they ſup ci 
him, and he with them; nor will the ſacred plea- 
ſure that ſhall ariſe out of this immediate com- 
munion with their Lord, ever loſe its ſweetneſs, 
or abate of its ſoul-raviſhing effects. 
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Yea, ſtill higher will they riſe in the ſcale- 
of Celeſtial Blefſedneſs, while, thro' the per- 
ſon of IMMANUEL, the great and ever- bleſſed 
GOD will reveal himſelf to them in all the 
glories of his nature, and their wondering, 
adoring ſpirits ſhall be filled with inexpreſſible 
ſenſations of his love, For accordingly we 

read 
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read in Rev. vii. 14. and following verſes— 
Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have waſhed their robes, and made. them white 
in the blood of the Lamb; therefore are they before 
the throne of GOD, and ferve bim day and night 
in his temple, and He that fitteth on the throne 
ſhall dzwell amongſt them. And again (chap. xxi. 
3.), Behold, the Tabernacle of GOD is with men, 
and he will dwell among them, and they ſhall be 


his people, and GOD himſelf ſhall be with them, 
and be their GOD. 


Thus ſhall they who are ready when the 
Bridegroom cometh, enter in with him to the 


marriage, nor is it without great advantage to 
them, that it is added, 


(2.) And the door was ſhut Much, indeed, 
might be gathered from this expreſſion, of a 
ſolemn alarming, nature to thoſe who content 
themſelves with only a religious profeſſion. 


For while the godly, at their death, will be 
admitted into realms of glory, theſe will then 
have loſt all further opportunity of acceſs to 
the throne of grace. Now, the door of mercy 


ſtands open, and the Goſpel Invitation is, 
Whoſoever will, let him come. But there is us 


work, nor device, nor wiſdom, nor knowledge in 


the 
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the grave. He that dieth nboly, will be anboly 
fill. The ear of mercy will be cloſed againit 
the cries of thoſe, who trifled with the means 
of ſalvation upon earth. Their eternal ſtate 
will be fixed irreverſibly, when the ſeal of 
death is put upon their character. 


But, I now conſider the expreſſion as denot- 
ing great advantages to them that die in the 
Lord; ſimilar to what we read in Rev. iii. 12. 
Him that overcometh, will 1 make a pillar in the 
houſe of my God, and He ſhall go no more out. 
While they tabernacled in fleſh, they were 
expoſed to many ſnares and temptations— 
liable to various enemies and dangers—ſyb- 
ject to frequent affliction and ſorrow. They 
wreſtled not againſt fleſh and blood only, but againſt 
principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt 'ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places. But, when once their 
diſembodied ſpirits aſcend to God, and have 
paſſed thro' the pearly gates of the heavenly 
temple, they ſhall abide in everlaſting reſt 
and ſecurity. There ſhall be no more death, nei- 
ther ſorrow, nor crying, nor any more pain, for the 
former things are paſſed away. T. Bey. ſhall hunger 
20 more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the 
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1 
fun light on them, nor any heat : for the Lamb, 
which'is in the midſt of the Throne, ſhall feed them, 
and lead them to living fountains of water ; and 
God hall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Thus having opened the nature of prepa- 
ration for death, and ſomething of their bleſ- 
fedneſs who are ſo prepared for it, I ſhall draw 
towards a concluſion with, 


TaIRDLY, Giring you a brief account of 
what rich free grace wrought in, and beſtowed 
upon, our deceaſed young friend; with the 
hope of quickening and engaging others to 
imitate her good example. | 


_ Miſs Sornia VowEeLL was the ſecond 
daughter of Chriſtian Parents, who gave her 
up to God from her infancy, and from the 
earlieſt dawn of reaſon took pains to lead her 
mind (as alſo thoſe of their other children) 
into an acquaintance with the great principles 
of natural and revealed religion. When quite 
a child, ſhe diſcovered a very thoughtful diſ- 
cerning mind, and took far greater pleaſure in 
Reading, and in hearing inſtructive Conver- 
ſation, than in the ordinary amuſements of her 
age. As an illuſtration of which, her parents 

C 5 have 


6180 
have aſfured me that, before ſhe was que years 
old, ſhe could repeat the Aſſembly's ſhorter 
Catechiſm with the proofs. The great delight 
which ſhe took in hearing this opened, I have 
often witneſſed, when for this purpoſe uſed to 
meet the children of my friends in the Veſtry. 
And I have good reaſon to hope, that, by what 
was addreſſed to them on thoſe occaſions; her 
early attachment to the word and ways of God 
was, in ſome meaſure, promoted. 

Her natural temper was uncommonly ſweet 
and engaging, which made it her delight to 
ftudy che happineſs of all with whom ſhe was 
connected. Nor in this did ſhe-overtook even 
the ſervants in her father's houſe, whoſe kind | 
attentions ſhe acknowledged with! warm ex- 
prefſions of gratitude. And towards her pa- 
rents her behaviour was moſt exemplary, 
being uniformly marked with affection, re- 
ſpe&, and readineſs to prefer their Jagen 
and pleafure to her own. 


Asehe e in years, bis At . 
knowledge and religious improvement in- 
creaſed; which induced her to ſpend mbſt of 
her leiſure hours in her cloſet, and, for the ſake 
of redeeming time, frequently to riſe ſo early 

as 


69 
as four o'clock in the morning. Theſe oppor- 
tunities ſne employed, not in the peruſal of 
Novels and Romances, which tend only to en- 
flame the paſſions of youth, and to fill their 
minds with extravagant ideas of what is unwor- 
thy to berealized ; but in prayer and converſe 
with the Scriptures, and other inſtructive 
books, chiefly of a religious nature, in her 


choice of which ſhe diſcovered no ſmall de- 
gree of taſte, as well as piety. 


Her acquaintance with the evil of ſin, and 
the ſinfulneſs of her own heart, was deep and 
humbling, which made the goſpel of Chriſt ap- 
pear glorious and excellent in her eſteem; 
and, for her years, the had a diſtinguiſhing 
judgment i in what ſhe heard. The very cloſe 
attention which ſhe gave to the ſubje&-matter 
of diſcourſes from the pulpit, and her concern 
to retain a ſavour of the truth, appear very 
fully from the ſtrain of many of her Letters to 
a female correſpondent, in which ſhe recited, 


and improved, the outlines of what ſhe had 
heard *. Thele, alſo, convey the cleareſt evi- 


dence, 


ty 


This was agreeable to a former propoſal, which ſhe 
* to her young friend by letter, wherein ſhe ſays, If 

you have no objection, we will write on Sabbath evening, 
or Monday n early, and give one another the texts, 


©. and 
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dence, how her mind was habitually conver- 
ſant with thoughts of death, and how much of 
a ſuitable frame ſhe poſſeſſed, to make a ſpiri- 
tual improvement of all occaſions and inci- 
dents, which directed her views to that inte- 
reſting event. 


Addreſſing her young friend, on the death 
of a brother, ſhe obſerves, in one of theſe, 
„And now, my dear friend, one of your 
earthly comforts is removed; I hope your 
mind will be more ſet upon heaven and 
heavenly things. I am ſure my poor pe- 
titions are offered up to God for you, that 
& this may prove a ſanctified affliction! And 
* as J hope and truſt your departed brother 
is gone to the regions of everlaſting bliſs, 
you have only to mourn on your own ac- 
count. It would be very unkind to. wiſh 
„ him back to this our earth, which is ſo full 
“of fin, and ſorrow, and pain.” In another 
to the ſame, ſhe obſerves, ** We are continu- 
& ally reminded that we are mortal, by the 
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and our thoughts on the Sermons we have heard; which 
« will make them more profitable to us, and I hope I ſhalt 
© then be able to remember more than I uſed to do; for my 
memory 1s very treacherous about remembering any thing 
* thatis good.” And this practice ſhe continued with grow- 
ing advantage, as appears from many of her ſubſequent 
Letters. | 
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* indiſpoſition of ourſelves, or the illneſs of 
our friends. Therefore, let us endeavour 
to prepare for that awful event, which is 
the only certain thing in this life. If is 
appointed for all men once to die, and after that 


the judgment. Oh may we be prepared to 


appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
clothed in his perfect righteouſneſs! My 


father and mother are gone to 5 


© In t, to ſee one of their relations in 
great diſtreſs, having juſt loſt an only ſon, 


% who died very ſuddenly, being found dead 
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in his bed. Such inſtances of the uncer- 
tainty of life ought to make us examine 
ourſelyes, whether we are prepared, f it 
ſhould pleaſe God to call us, in ſuch a ſud- 


den manner, out of time into eternity. If 


prepared, I think it a great happineſs to 
have ſuch an eaſy diſmiſſion: for, to thoſe 
that are, ſudden death—ſudden glory. 
May this be our unſpeakably happy caſe! 
I wiſh, that God would give me a more 
thankful frame of ſpirit, for all his goodneſs 
towards me. If I look round, how many 
are there, far more deſerving, who have not 


near ſo many comforts and conveniencies as 


I enjoy! 1 may well ſay, Lord, why am 


I thus fayoured, far above thouſands, wha 
loye thee more, and ſerve thee better?“ 


C3 In 
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In another ſhe wrote as follows; , O, how 
b happy muſt they be, who know that they 


** are God's children, and, when they read 


* the many promiſes of his word, can apply 


theſe to themſelves, and take the comfort 
of them! May that be your happy caſe, 


* my dear friend ! Oh! may you ſee, that 


% your inheritance is in heaven, where neither 
\*© moth corrupts, nor thieves break through 
„ and teal! May you know, that alt things 


* are working together for your good; and, 


, though afflictions for the preſent are not 
joyous but grievous,” that afterward they 
© work the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs! 
«© have been reading a Hymn out of © Songs 


in the Night,” one verſe of which is exactly 


4 ſyited to myſelf, and 1 TR Here rinkeribe 


. 10 it: | 07 ITE 94. - ALAS 
I-want tp-haye my ſoul. refign'd 
-- - Submiſhve to Thy will; 
I want @ meek and bumble mind. 
I want wy wants to feel,. Aae RY 


ko ; The laſt ling.; is annoy, — * of 


= what I: want- Indeed, it. is a moſt ſweet 
ots om Lwiſh e Wee 


* 
3341 8 *; 8 93 +F# F #.4 66 WW 10, 
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* 


C2 ; 
ho made it, and could adopt all her lan- 
VG guage, . che . as my own.“ 


3 1 d ay '$ ST NS 
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- Thoſe Knee: mY in Mrs. Loves g 6 Divine 


Exercifes of the Heart, ſhe ects — 
and often repeated: 


Look gently down, Almighty Grace, >; 
Priſon me round in thine embrace; 1 
Pity the heart that would be thine, 
als let 8 er wk love confine, lg FOO 


Even when ſne was at ſchool, ſhe ſent a copy | 
of them to her young! friend with this rematk, 
which breathes the ſpirit of ſincerity; Indeed, 
« my dear friend, I can truly ſay, that thoſe 
4 words are the language of 1 my heart, and 
ce when 1 write or repeat chem, I could almoſt 
66 * fancy that 1 made them l 


17 ' 
4 fIilais 148. # + 18 * 14. 
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One particular more, however, I cannot 
forbear to mention concerning the deceafed, 
which is peculiarly ſtriking and uncommon 
at her age, viz. that ſhe not only ſpent much 
time in her cloſet alone (as before obſerved) 
in prayer and conyerſe with the Scriptures, 
bur frequently took her young female ac- 
quaintance thither, to pray with them, and to 
coverte about the things of God. And, on 


C 4 the 


. 


the evening before her younger ſiſter went to 
ſchool; ſhe retired with her (as her parents 
have learned ſince her death) to talk ſeriouſly 
with her about the concerns of her ſoul, and 
commended her 3 we ere the 

divine Mleling. 


187. 


Her laſt illneſs was Thort, and her diffolution 
not ſeriouſly apprehended very long before it 
took place. I had the great ſatisfaction to be 
with her while ſhe was capable of converſing. 
She requeſted me to ſpend ſome time with her 
in prayer, *« that it would pleaſe the Lord tQ 
44 grant her a full aſſurance, that ſhe was one 
40 of his children; at the ſame time telling 
me, that « the had no particular diſcourage- 
44 ment of mind; ſhe had been helped to 
£ "commit her everlaſting intereſt into the 
& hands of Chriſt, and on 1 alone ſhe re- 
* lied for ſalyation.” After prayer, I with- 
drew for a. ſhort ſeaſon, during. which ſhe 
ſpoke. with great affection to her ſiſter, in- 
treating her to be moſt tenderly attentive to 


& # 2{3 £1 


great uncenainty of life ; that her brother 
would very ſoon follow, her, and that it would 
not be long before, ſhe hoped, they ſhould all 
meet in a better wages when,“ with the 
„ . warmeſt. 


. 


varmeſt emphaſis ſhe added, I ſhall welcome 
#5 your ſpirit into the realms of glory.“ 
When I returned to her bed- ſide, ſne expreſ- 
ſed herſelf as enjoying a ſweet ſenſe. of peace 
with God through  Feſus Chriſt; thanked me 
very affectionately for all my kindneſs; and 
added, I have not a doubt but my God and 
Saviour will ſave me.“ She made an effort to 
have uttered more, which, from the broken 
ſentences that I could collect, diſcoyered a 
very happy frame of mind; and her laſt intel. 
ligible words were, Abſent from the body, preſent 
13th the Lord. 


And now, what application and improve. 
ment ſhall I make of theſe things? How 
ſhall I expreſs myſelf to yo, the afflicted pa- 
rents of the deceaſed ? Shall I mourn or 


ſhall 1 cejoice with you under this provi- 
dence 5 *Your loſs indeed is great. God has 


touched you in a very tender part. He has re- 
moved what might well be the deſire of your 
eyes; nor doth he forbid you to weep, by 
way of relieving oppreſſed nature. Jeſus wept 
at the grave of Lazarus, But yet, ſurely, my 
Chriſtian friends, your Heavenly Father has 
given you a molt reviving cordial under your 
affliction, in having favoured you with ſuch 
;Flear, and. ſatisfatory evidence of his grace 
beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon her you ſo dearly loved. Nor 
could you allow yourſelves to wiſh ker return 
to earth, that you might enjoy the pleaſure of 
her ſociety. No; ſhe is fafely efcaped from 
every danger. She hasfiniſhed her courfe well, 
She is now in the poſſeſſion of all you could 


defire for her. She is appearing before God, 
| in her white robes, waſhed in the blood of the 


Lamb. 'You, then; have abundant” caufe*to 
bleſs God''for the riches of his grace. Oh! 
let this loſs of a dear and dutiful child lead 
out your thoughts and affections more to 
heaven itſelf, —quicken you in your prepara- 
tion to follow her, —and animate your prayers 
and beſt endeavours for the ſalvation of thoſe 
yet entruſted. to your care! Nay the ever- 
laſting arms ; be underneath” y you both in this 
trying diſpenſation | and i in what further awaits 
you! And may you experience, that in the 
multitude of your troubled thoughts within Jou, 
the divine comforts delight Jour Jouls ! 


Ought I not/ likewiſe to addreſs a few words 
10 the ſurviving ters of the Deceaſed; and 
to yen mote eſpecially, my young friend; who 
have grown up with her from her infancy, 
and had ſuch frequent opportunities to mark 
the excellency of her ſpirit and the amiable- 
Jr of 3 ? How very loudly doth 


** this 


| C 0p J 
this providence inculcate the great uncertainty 
of life! How perſuaſively doth it call on you 
to imitate her bright example] And 1 would 
particularly preſs this upon you in two re- 
ſpe&ts :—Firſt, of ſecret prayer and cloſer de- 
votion. Herein ſhe took delight, and, I 
doubt not, enjoyed many gracious viſits from 
the Lord. Oh! let nothing prevent your 
cloſely walking with God in ſecret, — pouring 
out your hearts before him, and ſeeking to 
get your minds enriched with the knowledge 
of the Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wiſe unto ſalvation.—Secondly, in reſpect of 
dutiful, afſectionate conduct towards your dear 

arents. This alſo was a ſtriking feature in, 
15 character, an ornament of grace unſpeak- 
ably precious ; and the recollection of it will 
give a ſweet ſavour to her name ſo long as it 
ſhall be, remembered. In this view, then, be 
it your ambition to excel, that your tender 
filial attention may conſole them under this 
loſs, and, particylarly, may alleviate the pain- 
ful feelings of a bereaved mother ! Oh! ler 
this providence teach you that Religion is zhe 
one thing needful, and that the eſſence of feli- 
gion conſiſts in a devotedneſs of heart to God 
in Chriſt Jeſas. Let it lead you, more impor- 
tunately than ever, to the throne of grace,— 
72 cauſe 


( 28 ) 
cauſe you to ſet an higher value on God's 


word, —and quicken you in running the 


heavenly race, that, when you ſhall. follow 
her into eternity, ſhe may indeed welcome your 
Jpirins into the realms of ! 

* can 1 Aifcnifs this, 1 8 
dees myſelf, more generally, to he 
Yours of this aſſembly, ſome of whom were 
companions of the dear Deceaſed, —her inti- 
mate acquaintance and friends. What a ſo- 
lemn warning have you all, by this event, of 
your own mortality! How doth it inculcate 
the importance of beginning betimes to ſeek 
the Lord! And what encouragement may you 
- draw from hence, that if you ſeek him with 
all your hearts, he will be found of you !— 
Many of you are the children of pious parents, 
who have offered many prayers to God on 
your behalf, and tavght you the knowledge of 
his ways. Yer I muſt remind you, that your 


being born of pious parents will not avail unto 


your ſalvation, unleſs you experience a change 
of heart by grace, and are made partakers of 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. If you live and die with- 


out theſe, tho” your gear parents go to heaven, 


you will not be admitted there, but the door 


Dill be. ſbut againſt you. Nor could you then 
Juerg get 
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get it opened by all your cries and tears. Now 
is the accepted time: Now is the day of ſalvation. 
Salvation is a work to be begun in your hearts 
here; and you have the greateſt encourage- 
ment in God's word to ſeek an intereſt in it. 
love them that love me, ſays CHRIS, and they 
that ſeek me early ſhall find me. —Let me then 
beſeech you, my young friends, to imitate Her 
choice example, whoſe death we have been at- 
rempting to improve. Give. yourſelves to 
prayer. Be much upon your knees before the 
throne of grace in ſecret. Beg of God that 
he will make you his children, and give you 
the comfort of knowing this for yourſelves, that 
you may rejoice in his ſalvation. Read his 
precious word much, that your minds may be 
enlightened in the knowledge of his truth. 
Diligently improve the ſeaſon of youth, in lay- 
ing up for yourſelves treaſures in Heaven, 
And may it pleaſe God of his infinite mercy 
to grant, that you all may be his, in that day 
when be ſhall make up bis Jewels! Amen! 
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© MY EVER DEAR FRIEND, 


AST Thurſday, when we was at ſchool, 

I copied a verſe, on my flate out of 
Mrs. Rowe's Devout Exerciſes of the Heart, 
and gave it to you. I then ſaid I would write 


it out, and ſend you my thoughts n it. 
1 will now write it here: 


» 
1 


Look gently down, Almighty Grace! 
+ _- Priſon me round in thy embrace; 
Pity the heart that would be thine, 
And let thy power my love confine. 


Indeed, my dear friend, I can truly ſay that 
theſe words are the language of my heart, and 


when I write or repeat them, I could almoſt 
fancy that I made them, 


I have 


6329) 
I have the pleaſing news of informing you, 
that my deareſt deareſt mother is much better 


than when J left her this morning, which has 
siven me better ſpirits. 


My lovely mother will give out her cards 
on New-Vear's-Day, and when I have got 


one hundred, give me ſome book.” It is not 


ſettled yet how many Eliza is to get ; and I 
ſhould be much obliged to you, if, in your 
next letter, you will inform me how many 50 
think he ought to des 


Oh my dear, now I OO of i it, pray write 
out thofe verſes for me that your brother James 


| wrote to me. I am very glad to hear that he 


is better, for your ſake ; for you ſeemed fo 
uneaſy, that it made me quite low to ſee you. 


Adieu, my very dear and ever dear friend! 
and excuſe every fault and imperfection in your 
very faithful, ſincere, and affectionate friend, 


SOPHIA VOWELL. 


P. S. In my other letter 1 mentioned chat 
there was two faiths; one, ſaving faith; and the 
other, the faith of miracle, which many men 
had—that is, in the primitive times. 


Hackney, 
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: Hackney, Nev. Il, 1783. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


BEG that you will not read this letter till 
you are in a very grave humour. Mr. Ben- 
net has given us two excellent diſcourſes to- 
| day, and I hope that they will not be to me as 
water ſpilt upon the ground, that cannot be 
gathered up again, and I fincerely pray to 
GOD that they may be bleſſed to me. The 
text in the morning was in the ſecond of Co- 
_ rinthians, xiii chap. and 5; verſe: ** Examine 

* yourſelves whether ye be in the faith, prove 
&* your own ſelves, know ye not your own 
te ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, ex- 
% cept ye be reprobates.” And he made a 
very excellent ſermon indeed; and in the 
afternoon he preached from theſe words in the 
xxvii pſalm, and 13 verſe: ** I had fainted 
* unleſs I had believed, to ſee the goodneſs of 
* the Lord in the land of the living.” And 
he ſaid, it was left upon record for Chriſtians 
that they might not be diſcouraged, for that 
even the Man after GOD's own heart had his 
. e d 


D My 
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My dear friend, if you have no objection 
we will write on Sunday evening or Monday 
morning early, and give one another the texts, 
and our thoughts on the ſermons we have 
heard, which will make them more profitable 
to us, and 1 hope I ſhall then be able to re- 
member more than I uſed to do; but my 
memory is very treacherous about remember- 
ing any thing that is good. I muſt now, my 

dear friend, bid you adieu. | 

| | S. VOWELL. 


P. S. Pray, my. dear friend, excuſe my 
breaking off ſo very ſuddenly, for I was called 
down to reading: pray let no creature ſee this, 

indeed I think you had better Swat it as ſoon 

as e bare read it. 1 


Y | \ <4 
% 
1 


LAT n Hackney, Nov. 18, 1787. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


* 7 Py 


1 A you ſignified to me (tho! not by letter) 
that you was pleaſed: with my propoſal 


| of writing Sunday evening or Monday morning, 
I now inform you Mr. Bennet finiſhed the ſub- 
ject he was on laſt Sunday, this morning. I 
doubt not but you remember the text: it was 


the 


(4) 

the t4th' chapter of Corinthians, and the zth 
verſe—* Examine yourſelves whether ye be in 
the faith, prove your own ſelves, know ye not 
* your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in 
ce you, except ye be reprobates; but he ſaid 
it hd dot fiean a direct ſtate of reprobation, 
but that whoſoever had not Jefus Chriſt with- 
in them, was diſapproved of GOD; but he faid 
thit he did fot mean for Chriſtians to be difs 

couraged, bit to come to GOD through Chriſt 
with a full aſſurance of forgiveneſs of all their 
fins in and through him. There was three heads 
in the difcourſe; two of which Mr. Bennet 
{poke on laſt Sunday, and came to the third 
this morning: it was on the important duty 
of ſelf- examination, and how to conduct it. 

Mr. Bennet ſaid, that people ſhould examine 
themſelves more, and not find fault with other 
perſons. He ſaid, they: looked at their 
neighbour's vineyard, and found fault with it, 
while at the ſame time their own was very 
much negle&ed. — He added a great deal 
more; but alas! my very treacherous memory 
has loſt it; But I hope by going off in this 
manner, [ ſhall nne to Er ore 9 


i 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


AS 1 had no time to go on with this leter, 
I cannot inform you about the afternoon, : as I 


ay 5 have 
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have forgot it; indeed I cannot remember my 
talks and every thing elſe. 


1 1 dear Glen, I am very much 
afraid that our correſpondence will only be on 
Sunday, for I am ſure that we have no other 
time for to write to one another: but however, 
we will comfort ourſelves by thinking that the 
holidays are very near, and then I hope we 
ſhall be able to write oftener, which will give 
great pleaſure to your very faithful, ſincere, 
and affectionate friend, 


SOPHIA VOWELL. 


Hackney, Pall” 1987. 
MY DEAREST FRIEND, | YOON 
1 DED not hear till yeſterday of your having 
loſt your kind brother. Indeed, my beloved 
friend, I truly ſympathize with you. YVeſter- 
day I was coming to your houſe, and juſt as 
got to the door, Maria, came out : I then en- 
quired how you did, and likewiſe how your 
brother did; but alas! how was I ſhocked when 
ſhe ſaid, He is dead. I intend calling on you 
to-morrow, to bring you the letters ; and, if it 


wilh be ron,” b will come again Wedneſ- 


I 
13315: 


day, 


6 


day, as I am quite uneaſy on your account. 
When I came hame, I began tothink, and was 
afraid, that you would ſee him and get his diſor- 
der; but my Mother comforted me by ſaying, 
that, if it was catching, I might be ſure that 
your Mother would not let you ſee him, as it 
could do you no good now he was dead., But, 
my dear friend, I hope that this affliction will 
be ſanctified to you; for you know in GOD's 
word, it is ſaid, © whom the Lord loveth he 
* chaſtiſeth,, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
e he receiveth.” Maria could not inform me 
of any particulars concerning him, and I ſhould 
be much obliged to you, if, in your next let- 
ter, you will inform me whether he was ſenſible 
of his death, whether you ſaw him in his illneſs, 
and above all, whether he has left any teſtimony 
that he was prepared for his awful change. 
Oh, my dear friend, this is a loud call to each 
of us, „Be ye allo ready; for in an hour that 
«© ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 
Let us then be preparing, for we are none too 
young to die. We might as well been called 
from time into eternity as your dear Brother. 
But I quit the ſubject, for I only renew your 
grief, and ſhall only add, that I am your truly 
ſympathizing and affectionate friend, 


SOPHIA VOWELL. 


D 3 Hackney, 


R 


i Hacknyy, December, 1787, 


MY DEAREST FRIEND, 


HAVE. received your kind yet diſtreſſing 

letter, and intend, if the weather will permit, 
to call on you to-morrow : indeed I was much 
diſappointed that I could not come yeſterday. 
—1 ſuppoſe Maria told you J call'd at your 
houſe Saturday, and can't but ſay was much 
ſurprized to ſee her: indeed, as you ſay, ſhe 
appears no more affected chan as if nothing had 
happened. I wiſh very much to ſee you, and 
fully purpoſe to come My dear Mother has 
felt very much for you, and deſires her kind 
love—I am very ſorry to hear you are but 


poorly, tho' indeed I don't wonder at it, after 


the fatigues and anxieties you have been in 
for this week paſt— And now, my dear friend, 
one of your earthly comforts is removed, 
hope your mind will be more ſet on Heaven 
and Heavenly things I am ſure my poor pe- 
titions are lifted up to God for you, that this 
may prove a ſanctified affliction; and as I hope 
and truſt your. departed brother is gone to the 


regions of Eterna} Bliſs, you have only to 


mourn on your own account; and it would be 
very unkind iy wiſh him back to thisour Earth, 
which 
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which is ſo full of Sin and Sorrow and Pain, 
when we conſider that he is gone to Heaven, 
where there will be no more Sin, &c. My 
deareſt friend, I have only time to add that 1 
am, and ever will be yours, &c. 


— — — 


Hackney, December 2, 1787. 
MY DEAREST FRIEND, 


M R. Bennet gave us a glorious ſermon 
indeed this day. His text was in the 


2d Epiſtle of Peter, 1ſt chap. iſt and 2d ver- 
ſes: he has preached from them before, and I 
dare ſay you remember the words,—l very 
much wiſhed you had been there, as I can give 
but a very imperfect account, He ſaid, before 
he began he muſt give a kind of caution, that 
weaker Chriſtians may not be driven to deſpair, 
and thatthe precious faith of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks is the fame in its effects; yet it did not 
always have the ſame effect on ſome people as 
on others, but that weak Chriſtians' faith was 
as precious in God's fight as thoſe of ſtron- 
ger. He ſaid that, even in the ſame perſons, 
their faith was very different at different times 
Vas, for inſtance, in Peter, when he was on 

| D 4 | the 
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the water, that he was ſo fully convinced of 
his Lord and Saviour's power and all-ſuf- 
ficiency, that he walked on the water with all 
the confidence as if he was on dry land; but 
that as ſoon as he began to compare Chriſt's 
power with that of the Elements, his faith be- 
came wavering, and was going to fink, —Mr. 
Bennet then addreſſed himſelf to perſons who 
had not obtained like precious faith : he ſaid 
he was afraid there was ſome of that deſcription 
there, and, my dear friends, I would intreat 
and beſeech you to cry unto GOD while yet 
there is hope; and that GOD was inviting them 
tocome, ſaying, ** My yoke is eaſy, and my bur- 
* then is light. Come unto me all ye that are 
© weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
* reſt.” He added much more, but my time 
and memory would not permit me to add : he 
ſpoke to perſons who had obtained that pre- 
cious faith—But I can add no more than that 
I am your affectionate friend, 


SOPHIA VOWELL. 


[The fix preceding Letters were written when Miſs Vows L. I. 
was between twelve and thirteen yearsvf age. ] 


( 


Hackney, November 30, 1789. 
MY DEAREST UNDERWOOD, 


M R. Bennet gave us two excellent ſermons 
yeſterday, but I liked him beſt in the 
afternoon : his text in the morning was in the 


Ath chapter of St. John, and the 41 and 42 
verſes, 


He ſhewed the difference of Faith: 
1ſt. There 1s a doctrinal Faith. 


2d. A ſaving Faith.—A perſon may be poſ- 
ſeſſed of doctrinal Faith, that is, underſtand 
all the doctrines and be perfectly acquainted 
with the Theory of Religion, and yet not be 
poſſeſſed of ſaving faith. 


His text in the afternoon was in the 5th 
chapter of Theſſalonians and the 16th verſe, 
© Rejoice Evermore.“ He ſhewed in what the 
Believer had to rejoice at all times, and in all 
ſituations. Comprehenſively, he had to rejoice 
in the Lord, and joy in the GOD of his Sal- 
vation ; 


To 


To joy and rejoice in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in his offices as Prophet, Prieſt, and King; and 
in himfelf as their Saviour and Redeemer. 


I have been pauſing a conſiderable time, 
with the pen in my hand, and cannot recollect 
any more of this choice diſcourſe. I wiſhyon 
had been there, #s 1 am certain vo would 
have admired him. f 


1s really do not take it kind that you have 
i not called upon me for fo long a time, as Iam 
li ſure it is your turn to call upon me; however 
I ſhould not have ſtood upon that ceremony, if 
lj could conveniently have called; hut, my 
fl dear, we have had a death in the family. Do 
: not be alarnied, it is not a perſon for whoſe 
loſs we are inconſolable: but, I think, the 
faults ofthe dead ought to be buried with them, 
therefore ſhall ſay no more concerning them. 
As he married , we were obliged 


to put on black, but we do not mourn in the- 
least; and as that is the caſe, we bave been 
rather; buſy preparing for the laſt week : this 

is @ very, good time of the year to wear that 

a colour, Tho' we do not regret the death of this 
man, yet certainly we may hear a voice in it, 
laying unto us, Be ye alſo ready, for ye know 
not 
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not in what hour the Son of Man cometh.” Oh? 
may we be prepared for that awful eyent, that 
when the ſummons comes, we may have no- 
thing to do but to die and enter into the joy 
of our Lord. Then there will be no more fin 
nor ſorrow, nor any more pain : GOD himſelf 
will wipe away all tears from our eyes, and we 
ſhall be happy, inexpreſſibly happy to all Eter- 
nity. But, on the other hand, if we are un- 
prepared, how will our naked fouls appear 
before our offended Judge! In vain ſhall we 
call upon the rocks and mountainsto cover us, 
We muſt hear that dreadful ſentence pronoun- 
ced againſt us, Depart, ye curſed, into 
* EVERlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels.” Oh! my dear friend, may we 
be prepared, and meet in the bliſsful regions 
above, never, never to part more ; which is 
the ſincere and earneſt prayer of your affec- 


tionate friend, 
13D 'SOPHIA VOWELL. 


| Hackney, May 25, 1790. | 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
HOPE your grandmother is perfectly reco- 
vered, by this time, of which 1 ſhall be very 
glad to hear, We are continually reminded 
that 


— — — _ — — ETPT"I pony 
— EA re tA ear —— 
. 
6 


Cut? 
clit we are mortal by the indiſpoſition of our- 
fetves or the illneſs of our friends; "therefore 


let us endeavour to prepare for that awful 


event, which is the only certain ching in this 
life. It is appointed for all men once to die, 
and after death the jadgment.—Oh! may we 


be prepared to appear before the judgment · ſeat 
of Chriſt, clothed in his berfect righteouſneſs. 


br Stats dear brother has not been well 

firce he came from the Mill: I think that 
journey did him more harm than good. He 
has a cough, and is very poorly ſill, but hope 
medicine, air, and exerciſe, will be bleſſed to 
his recovery of health and ſtrength, | 


! 


i , 


"My fuer 8 0 are gone to- — =, 
to ſee their relations there. One of N is in 
great diſtreſs, having juſt loſt an only ſon, 
ho died very ſuddenly, being found dead in 


his bed. Such inſtances of the uncertainty of 


life ought to make zy examine ourſelves whe- 


ther ce are prepared, if it ſhould pleaſe GOD + 
to call us in ſuch a ſudden manner out of time 


into eternity. If prepared, I think it a great 
happineſs to have ſuch an eaſy diſmiſſion—for 
rothoſethat are—ſudden death—ſudden glory, 
—May this be our unſpeakable happy caſe! 


I with 


„ 


Iwiſh GOD would give me a more thankful 
frame of ſpirit for all his goodneſs towards me; 
If I look round; how many are there far more 
deſerving, who have not near ſo many com- 
forts and conveniences as I enjoy. I may well 
ſay, Lord, why am I thus favoured far above 


thouſands who love thee more, and ſerve thee 
better ! 


Augnft 26, 1790, 8 o'clock evening. | 
MY DEAREST UNDERWOOD, 


AM in a very, very melancholy mood this 
evening (I have not got you with me to 
enliven me by your converſation). I think 
my deareſt, deareſt brother has look'd very ill 
all day, and his cough feems to tear him almoſt 
to pieces. GOD only knows what the iſſue of 
it will be. I almoſt deſpair, tho? I would wiſh 
to keep up; for I know nothing is impoſſible 
with 60D: he can raiſe up from the very 
gates of Death. Oh! Iwould wiſh to be con- 
vinced that the Judge of all the earth cannot 
but do right. May this great affliftion be 
ſanctified to us all; then ſhall we have reaſon 
to praiſe. the Lord. I would hope it is in 
covenant, love and mercy to our fouls; then 
1 


— 
* — — 
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It will be en indeed. Ah, my dear friend, 
if the ung ht of parting is ſo very very dif- 
tretung, what muſt the dreadful reality be! 
Oh ! the thong bt is miſery indeed. Adieu 
That word always conveys a melancholy idea; 
but when applied to à ſeparation by death, it is 
almoſt inexpreſſibly dreadful. You, my dear, 
can feel for me; for you have taſted of the 
bitter bitter cup, which I greatly fear we ſhall 
ſhortly hive to drink. Brotber— Ah! it is a 
dear, a very dear and tender name: and when 
I think it is a name I fear I cannot long make 
uſe of, it almoſt oyerwhelms me with grief. 


1 
Auguſt 29, Sabbath evening. 


I HEARD an excellent ſermon this morn- 
ing, preached by a Mr. Winter. His text 
was in the xth'chapter of Luke: — One thing 
is needful, and Mary hath choſen that good 
part that cannot be taken away from her 
this one thing is religion. He ſhewed the thres | 
characters our Lord gave i. 
1ſt. It is veedful, | 


/ 
> 


It is needful in every ſituation in life: and 
to my it was ſo, he gave a'deſcriptibn of a 
perſon 
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perſon in every ſituation in life, in e and 
in eternity, Without it. 


adly. It is good. 


gdly. It can never be taken away. Many 
things are very neceſſary and defirableg bur 
very difficult to be attained, and very uncer- 
tain when they are: but this can never be 
taken away. The improvement was, To en- 
quire whether we were poſſeſſed of this one 
thing; and if we were, to be very thankful for 
it: if not, not to deſpair, for that was im - 
proper for any living man; but to conſider 
This is the accepted time---1his is the day of 
falvation---Behold, I ſtand at the door and 
knock---If any hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in and ſup with him. ---Oh, 
may we hear his voice, and open. the door of 
our, hearts; and may he come in, and fill us 
with joy and peace in believing, is the earneſt 
nn, of en ſincere and affectionate 


a S. VOWELL. 


— —— — - 


„ 


Oæsober 10, 1790. 


'T HAVE been reading a hymn out of- Songs 
in the Night; one verſe of which is, I 
think, 
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think, exactly ſuited to me, and I ſhall here 
tranſcribe it: 


I want to have my ſoul reſign'd, 
Submi ſi ve to thy will; 

I want a meek and humble mind, 
I want my wants to feel. 


The laſt line is particularly expreſſive of 
what I want; indeed it is a very ſweet hymn. 
I wiſh I was like the young woman who made 
it, and could adopt all her language through 
the book as my own. My deareft deareſt bro- 
ther ſeems to think he has raiſed a little blood 
this evening. GOD forbid! for if he did, I 
could not have the lea hope of his recovery. 
Indeed, as I told you in my laſt Letter, I have 
hardly any now: but when he is rather cheer- 
ful, and with ſitting by the fire has got a little 
colour, and looks as he uſed, one cannot help 
having ſome ſmall hopes that he may yet be 
ſpared as a Monument of 555 Lord's nnn 
and mercy. | | 


But what ao I ſay? It may be in goodnefs 
and mercy to him, if he is removed : for he 
may be taken from the evil to come, or to 
prevent his committing ſome great fin that the 
Lord ſees he could not have reſiſted. Oh! that 
I had an abiding ſenſe upon my mind that the 
J __ of all the earth cannot but do right. 

Wed- 
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Wedneſday Evening, Hackney, Oct. 13, 1790. 


I AM very low this evening, my dear 
U for I think my foot gets worſe, and 

I am very much afraid it muſt be opened. 1 
hate the thought of having any thing to do 
with ſurgeons, for I think many do much 
more than is abſolutely neceſſary ; however, 
] would wiſh not to be too anxious about it 
(but I cannot help thinking of it), for the 
Lord knows what is right and beſt for us.— 
I have becn reading ſome more of good Mr. 
Newton's Letters, I like them very much, 
they are ſo encouraging—and I am ſure he is 
fully perſuaded that all things work together 
for good to thoſe that love GOD, and are the 
called according to his purpoſe. So am I— 
but I do not know that I am one of the called 
according to his purpoſe—I fincerely wiſh 1 
was—but the motive, I think, is fear of being 
everlaſtingly miſerable, and not (as it ought to 
be) fear of offending GOD and hatred of fin. 
—Oh ! how very happy muſt thoſe be who 
know they are GOD's children, and, when 
they read the many promiſes there are in the 
Bible, may apply it to themſelves, and take 
the comfort of them May that be your 


E bappy 
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happy caſe, my dear friend Oh! may you 
| ſes that your inheritance is in heaven, where 


neither moth nor ruſt corrupt, nor thieves 
break through nor ſteal May you know that 
all things are working together for your good 
—and that though affliftions for the preſent 
are not joyous, but grieyous—yet that they 


hall at laſt yield the peaceable fruits of 


righteouſneſs ! 


I ſhall be very glad to ſee you, and fully 
expect that pleaſure to-morrow z fol hope you 
will not diſappoint n me. 


I hope to receive a a long letter from you 
very ſoon; as you will have four of mine to 
anſwer when you have received this. —I ſup- 
poſe you generally go up intdgovr cloſet a little 
time before ſupper (1 always do), and then 
you might write to me; that is the way I find 
time to write ſo much to _ 

I am called, therefore muſt wiſh you a good 
night,—Believe me, my dear girl, your truly 
Wer and affectionate friend, 


sopHITA VOWELL. 


„ 


; Hackney, O8. 25, 1790. 


HENEVER I am low it ſeems a relief to 
write to my dear friend, and inform her 
what it is that cauſes my uneaſineſs—The pre- 
ſent is the ill ſtate of my dear dear brother's 
health. Dr. Liſter has ſeen him to-day (for 
Dr. Pitcairn's medicine was not of any uſe to 
him), and preſcribed for him. He aſked my, 
brother, what he thought of himſelf? He an- 
ſwered, that he thought he was dangerouſiy ill. 
Dr. Liſter ſaid he would not flatter him, he 
thought the ſame—but would not have him diſ- 
couraged-—for he had youth on his fide—and 
ſome did recover they could not tell how — 
Oh! chat it might pleaſe GOD to reſtore my 
deareſt brother - But I would wiſh for /- 
miſſion to his will but indeed the thought of 
parting is very very cutting. — I hope it will 
not be an ETERNAL ſeparation—but that we 
ſhall All meet at the right hand of GOD— 
there ſhall be no more fin nor ſorrow, nor any 
more pain—there ſhall all tears be wiped from 
+ our eyes, and we ſhall be for ever with the 
Lord. 


08. 26, Tueſday Evening, paft $ & Check, 
AS you have not been to ſee me, my dear 


, I fear your mother is not well; — 
E 2 for 
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for I think, if that was not the caſe, you would 
find time to viſit a fick friend : indeed it would 
be charity—for I cannot come and ſee you, or 
I ond. If ſhe is unwell, I can ſincerely m- 
pathize with you ; for I know by painful ex- 
perience what you muſt feel at the indiſpo- 
ſition of ſo dear a parent.—Till one have 
ſickneſs in our own family, I think one cannot 


feel ſufficiently for others—But that is not our 


caſe ; for we know what it is to ſee a beloved 
brother declining in the bloom of life ;—and, 
as Dr, Young expreſſes it, ours is the 


— dreadful poſt of obſervation, 
Darker every hour. 


I fear you will hardly be able to read this 
letter, it is ſo blotted with my fears; but it 
cannot be ſinful to grieye for our friends ; it 
is natural--at the tomb of Lazarus Jeſus wept. 


'—Adieu ! my dear girl, May you never have 


to weep at the loſs of beloved relatives and 
friends; at leaſt not for many many years ;— 
but be enabled to convince them, that it is the 


"ſtudy of your life to render theirs comfortable. 


Accept my kind love, and believe me ever 
yours, SES 
8. VOWELL. 


Hackney, 


1 
277 1 
Hackney, November 22. 


1 WAS very unhappy yeſterday, my + 9 
friend, and am very wneafy to-day, about 


my dear dear mother's health.—She was taken 
yery poorly Saturday evening with the ſpaſms, 
and had a very indifferent night, and was very 
ill all day Sabbath- day—almolt in an agony.— 
I ſtayed at home with her all day ;—for I think 
to be with and attending upon our friends 
when they are ill, is the only conſolation one 

can receive.—You have experienced it often, 
for your dear mother has but poor health ;— 


therefore you can tell what my feelings were 
better than I can deſcribe them. 


Nov. 24, Wedneſday, 2 & Check, | 

MY deareſt mother is better (tho? not well), 
and gone to London with my beloved bro- 
ther for a ride —You know not, my dear 
U————, what I feel while | write the words 
beloved brother. Alas! I fear the time is not 
far diſtant when 1 ſhall have none to whom I 


may apply it ——The weather was very unfa- 
| yourable yeſterday for invalids, and he was 
extremely languid all day. The day before, 
whenever he coughed, he had ſo violent a 


pain 
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pain in his fide, that it quite gave one pain to 
ſee him—indeed I think he gets weaker and 
weaker almoſt duly: 


' Wadneſday Evening, 9 check. 
THIS day has been very agreeable for my 
deareft brother; and he has been more cheerful 
than I have ſeen him for ſeveral days; but 1 
was very very low this morning while they 
were in town, for I was guite alone (and could 
have enjoyed a tele-a-tete with my friend much 
but 1 believe ſhe never will nd time” to 
come and ſee how her Sophia does), 


I ſat in the chair my brother occupies, and 
a croud of melancholy ideas filled my mind ; 
had you been with me, your converſation 
would have diſſipated them; or at leaſt miti- 
gated them. 


White my mother was ſo much indiſpoſed 
Sabbath- day, that line i in Young was continu» 
| ally 1 in my mind, 


_ Woes clufter, 4 5 are Altar woes; 3 
and you may cafily imagine how I 20 it. 
Was 1 writing to any one but you, 1 I ſhould 


unn apologize for ſpeaking only on. the 
| melancholy 
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melancholy ſubjects that are uppermoſt in my 
heart (tho', indeed, I do not write to any 
but you on that account); but I know you fym- 


pathize with me, and that affords conſolation 
to 


Your affectionate and afflicted friend, 
SOPHIA VOWELL. 


Menday afternoon, 3 o'clock, 


I AM very poorly ; do come and ſee me very 


ſoon, or I ſhall think you have not got incli- 
nation, 


8-10 1:2 
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